
January 4, 2021 
 

Greetings everyone, 
 
I’m Tony Ruiz and I will be your student’s English teacher this term. I want to start off by saying 
that I realize that this is not how any of us planned on carrying out the school year. A new term is 
difficult even in the best of circumstances, but these are obviously NOT the best of circumstances. I 
know you and your student might be approaching this term with a lot of questions. I am feeling the 
exact same way as you. But I hope that we can work together to figure out how to navigate this new 
terrain as easily as possible, and that we always remember our shared goal: to educate our kids. 
 
I wanted to give out some information that will hopefully make the beginning of the year as 
seamless as possible. I use several technology platforms in my class. I will go over each one below. 
 
Google Classroom 
 
This platform will be the hub of our class (for Blocks 1 and 2). Students will find all of their 
information for the course here, and this is also where they will find and turn in most of the work 
for the course. It is imperative that students check Google Classroom every single day. Google 
Classroom will be where students can find: 

● Class Notes 
● Links to Readings 
● Assignments and Due Dates 
● Presentations 
● Links to Microsoft Teams 

 
Please go to Google Classroom ASAP to see if your student is enrolled in my course. If not, please 
have your student contact me as soon as possible. 
 
Microsoft Teams 
 
This will be the mode for our in-person/synchronous class meetings. Students will find a link in 
Google Classroom that will be the permanent link to our daily class sessions. Remember that 
attendance is mandatory, and students are expected to show up to their virtual classroom 
promptly. Please note, this link will be the same for the entire term.  
 
Remind 
 
Remind is an app that allows students to reach out to a teacher directly via text message without 
needing to give out a phone number. I require all students to sign up for my Remind account. The 
access instructions are listed below for each course. Please note: I do not respond to students after 
9pm. Also, this is for students only; parents should reach out to me via email. 
 



Access instructions: Open a new text message and enter the recipient as 81010. Look at your 
specific class and enter the message text below (please complete ASAP): 
 
Blocks 1 & 2: @ruizspring 
Block 4: @apexruiz  
 
(As you can see, I am a fan of my dog!) 
 
 
 
A final note… 
 
One of the things you will learn about me is that I’m an incredibly honest person; I say what I think. 
This will be a challenging process for all of us. I know you will all have questions, some that I will 
not be able to answer. But just know that I am here as a partner in your student’s learning journey. I 
will do my best to answer all of your questions, or at least direct you to someone who can answer 
them. Please don’t hesitate to email me with any questions or concerns.  
 
Tony Ruiz 
English Teacher 
Vista del Lago High School 
 
 
 
 
 


